
 
 PACT’26 – Meeting #1   

  
 Thursday, January 15, 2026     

 8:00 – 10:10 PM  
 

Participants:  
Andrzej (NJ), Andrzej (OR), Gienek (MO),  

Halina (LI), Jola (MI), Jurek (FL), Krzysiek (IL),  
Mirek (IL), Paulina (CA), Marek (MO), Piotr (MO), 

 Ryszard (LI-NY), Tomek (OH), Zbyszek (LI) 
 

This meeting did not take place on Jan. 8, as planned 
because the PAC monthly presidents meeting  
was held on that date.    

 
What has happened since our last meeting?  
 

• Jurek informed us that so far 10 cabins have been booked for the integration cruise in March.       

• No one knows a lawyer who would have the knowledge about academic foundations that Dr 
Krystyna asked us for. It was advised to search for these specialties on the internet.    

• Tomek (OH) did not receive a response to his letter to Senator Moreno.     

• Mirek (IL) sent a legislative status, confirming Tomek's (DC) earlier opinion on The Exclusive Citi-
zenship Act, introduced by Senator Bernie Moreno from Ohio.      

• Ela (NM) sent info and her opinion on the 2013 Tax agreement between Poland and the USA.    

• At the meeting, organized a week ago by PAC VPs for American and Polish Affairs, Andrzej’s (NJ) pro-
posal re Polish parishes was discussed. Mr. Kolodziej intends to appoint a team to deal with this matter. 
Ryszard (LI-NY) would like this team to also monitor the condition of Polish Saturday schools, which in 
most cases operate thanks to churches and with their support. It is worth mentioning that unlike the pre-
vious PAC President who did not attend Tim/Bozena's meetings, our new President was present at this 
first meeting between the newly elected EC and the Presidents of PAC organizations. 

• Jola received a recording of the meeting mentioned above.    

• No one sent comments or suggestions for the column that Zbyszek (IL-NY) prepared on what connects 
Poland and Italy, for the Italian version of the Brochure about Poland.      

• Roman Korzan (DC) sent the unanimously adopted PAC resolution on WWII Compensation to the ND 
Forum, apparently expecting further action.     

• John (NJ) resubmitted his proposal to organize a campaign on Capitol Hill and contact law makers (as 
Prof. Bajdek did by issuing Legislative Alerts)) to help Poland obtain lower prices for American weapons.            
     

What we talked about: 

 

• Report from the last meeting was read and commented on.    

• Receiving a pension from work in Poland – confirmation of termination of employment is required. 
Piotr (MO) - we should try to change this law.    

• Saving Polish Churches – Andrzej's (NJ) initiative. Tomek (OH) recalled how parishioners 
successfully saved St. Casimir church in Cleaveland. Gene (OH) recalled a similar successful joint 
effort to save a church in Saint Louis. Zbyszek (LI-NY): much depends on the determination and 
ingenuity of the parishioners.     

• Helping Poland to modernize her armed forces - John's (NJ) initiative. 
 

What was decided: 
 

• It was confirmed that PACT will not become an organization. PACT participants want it to remain 
an informal, open forum.      

• Jola will resend the flyer about the integration cruise on NDs Forum.      

• Zbyszek will ask his congressman why the 2013 Tax Treaty has not been ratified by the US.   

• Teams will be established to deal with the double taxation treaty and the requirement to cease 
employment in order to receive a pension in Poland. 
 

Next meeting: PACT’25 > Thursday, January 22, 2025, at 8 PM ET  
AGENDA: this report will be read and commented on + current events.            zk, 1/16/26    

 



 
PACT’26 – Meeting #2 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 
8:00 – 11:00 PM 

 

Participants: Andrzej (NJ), Gienek (MO),  
Halina (LI-NY), Heniek (Ctr-NY), Irena (WI),  

Jola (MI), Paulina (CA), Piotr (MO),   
Ryszard (LI-NY), Tomek (OH), Tomek (AZ), 

Wojtek (south-CA), Zbyszek (LI-NY) 
 

Richard Brzozowski, President of PAC-Long 
Island, served in the Marine Corps  

during the Korean war. For decades, he has 
been active in many organizations   Two days 
ago, we celebrated the 95th Birthday of this 

exceptional man and our treasure. 
 
What has happened since our last meeting?  
 

• Zbyszek (LI-NY) asked his congressman to 
investigate why the 2013 Tax Treaty was not  

ratified by the US Senate. Rep. Suozzi’s assistant responded immediately and will try to find out.   

• Last Saturday, Gene (DL) called a meeting re the 2013 treaty. Ela, Gienek and ZK took part in it.   

• Zbyszek received a warning that a well-known Polonia institution, the Polish Cultural Institute in 
New York was operating as another Jewish center.   

• Ela (NM) sent a detailed summary of the 2013 Tax Treaty.      

• Steve Floor is in the hospital again. We wish him a speedy recovery.   

• The updated Statute was sent to Mr. Grzymala for verification of the correctness of the changes.                     
     

What we talked about: 

 

• Report from the last meeting was read and commented on.    
• EC meetings. It is good that they meet weekly (the previous board met monthly) but their agenda 

remains secret, and the reports are not available. The question was, why is this happening?         
• Double taxation. Gienek (MO): Poles returning to Poland must pay two taxes. Discrimination 

arguments can be used to persuade the Senate to ratify the Treaty, as other countries are exempt.     
• Polish parishes. Andrzej (NJ) volunteered to join the team that Tomek (DC) promised to organize. . 

Suggestions were made as to what this team could do, despite individual situations.      
• John’s initiative to obtain a special price for Poland for the purchase of American weapons. 

Zbyszek argued that it was worth taking a closer look at it and seeing what can be done.          
• Celebration of the 250th anniversary of the US.  Zbyszek proposed preparing a brochure about the 

contribution of Polish Americans. Jola (MI) and Tomek (OH) would prefer online publication, 
hoping to reach a wider audience.           

• Brochure about Poland – Italian version, what connects these two nations. Tomek (OH) suggested 
using AI to check whether the proposed content would be interesting/attractive to the recipients. 
Wojtek (south-CA shared the contact info of a Polish Italian activist who could also help.        

• Requirement to terminate employment to receive a pension in Poland. Piotr (MO): Apparently a bill 
abolishing this provision has been submitted to the Polish parliament.        

• How to reach the young generation.  Tomek (OH): Beer and pierogi are no longer an attraction.     
 

What was decided: 
 

• Irena (WI) will ask Hubert to tell us about what EC members discuss at their meetings.    
• Zbyszek (LI-NY) will send info prepared by Ela (NM) re the 2013 Tax Treaty to the PACT group.    
• Tomek (OH) plans to meet with the local bishop and talk about threats re Polish parishes    
• The EC will be asked to engage in work on the ratification of the 2013 Treaty.     
• Jola (MI) will ask the EC whether intends to respond to the situation in Poland.   
• Divisions will distribute leaflets in Polish and English about the cruise prepared by Jola (MI).             
• In addition to reading this report, we will take part in a lesson on AI led by Tomek (OH).   
• We will ask the VP for Culture to take an interest in the activities of the Polish Cultural Institute.   

 

Next meeting: PACT’25 > Thursday, January 30, 2026, at 8 PM ET  
AGENDA: this report will be read and commented on + current events.            zk, 1/23/26    



 

Attached below is the latest correspondence between Dr. Gene and Elizabeth (our expert)   

which should assist us in our efforts to ratify the 2013 Treaty. 

Hi Elżbieta, 

Thank you very much for your detailed analysis. 

I’d like to offer a few thoughts for consideration about both treaties and then address why the 2013 
Treaty was blocked. 

In the 1974 Treaty, Article 20, Relief from Double Taxation, paragraph 1 states “…Poland shall allow 
to a resident of Poland as a credit against the Polish tax the appropriate amount of taxes paid to 

the United States.” 

I read this to mean that the burden of tax relief rests with the resident of Poland. To obtain relief for 
taxes paid to the U.S., he/she must include those taxes as a credit against the Polish tax when 
filing his/her taxes with Poland. 

Correct, but relief from double taxation applies on both sides of the Atlantic and rests with 
taxpayers. 

The U.S. taxes its citizens and residents on worldwide income, but it allows a Foreign Tax 
Credit (FTC) for income taxes paid to Poland. This prevents double taxation up to the U.S. 

tax limit. 

Poland taxes its residents on worldwide income as well but reduces Polish tax by the amount 
of U.S. tax paid on U.S.-source income. Poland also uses the credit method, 
proportionally reducing Polish tax by U.S. tax already paid. 

=== 

In the 2013 Treaty, Article 18, Pensions, Social Security, Annuities, Alimony, and Child Support, 
paragraph 1 states “Pensions, annuities and other similar payments made to and beneficially 
owned by a resident of a Contracting State shall be taxable only in that State.” 

I read this to mean that a private pension earned by a Polish individual while in the U.S. and who 
resides in Poland shall only be taxed by the U.S. 

Read also next paragraph 2 of Article 18. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph l, pensions and other similar payments 
arising in a Contracting State (say, US) that, when received, would be exempt from 
taxation in that State (US) if the beneficial owner were a resident thereof (US) shall be 
exempt from taxation in the Contracting State (Poland) of which the beneficial owner is a 
resident. 

My comment: US private pensions, withdrawals from IRA, 401(k) etc. are not exempt from 
taxation in Poland, therefore, for US tax residents (citizens, Green Card holders) they are 
taxable both in the US and in Poland. Double tax avoidance applies. 

=== 

Paragraph 3 of Article 18 states “…payments made by a Contracting State under the provisions of 
the social security or similar legislation of that State to a resident of the other Contracting State 
or to a citizen of the United States may be taxable only in the first mentioned State.” 

I read this to mean that a U.S. Social Security pension earned by a Polish individual while in the U.S. 
and who resides in Poland shall only be taxed by the U.S. Correct. And ZUS and KRUS 
payments will be taxed only in Poland. 

In both Article 18 cases, i.e., a private pension and a U.S. Social Security pension, the burden of tax 
relief rests with the Polish government. 

 



 

Comment: If we return to Poland and pay US taxes on our SS or private pension, tax relief 
rests with us. 

=== 

In both Treaties, I see no mention of non-resident aliens or green card holders. Article 23, 
Elimination of Double Taxation, also provides relief from double taxation. 

Comment: The treaty uses the term “resident” defined in Article 4. If a person does not meet 

the definition of resident – is a nonresident of a given country. 

=== 

I think our main question is “Why was the 2013 Treaty blocked?” I researched this using AI and the 
culprit is Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, who is a libertarian. He also blocked the Treaties of 

Hungary, Chile, Romania, Vietnam, Croatia, Israel, Norway, and Taiwan. 

Rand Paul is opposed to Article 26 in the 2013 Treaty, titled “Exchange of Information.” 

Article 26 repeats the standard established by the Organization of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD). This is the standard information exchange article in modern U.S. tax 
treaties. This standard is also in the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), which is a 
U.S. law enacted in 2010 that requires foreign financial institutions and certain foreign entities to 
report information about financial accounts held by U.S. taxpayers, with the goal of preventing 
offshore tax evasion. FATCA fundamentally reshaped global financial reporting. Banks worldwide 
now routinely identify and report U.S. account holders, making it far harder for U.S. taxpayers to 
hide assets offshore 

Both OECD and FATCA require bulk, automatic, non-individualized financial information exchange 
between the U.S. and the other country. 

The only information exchange language Rand Paul would approve is language that eliminates 
automatic, bulk, or non-individualized exchange. However, this would make the treaty 
incompatible with FATCA and unacceptable to the Treasury Department, which enforces 
FATCA, and to Poland. 

It looks like we’re in a Catch-22 situation. If the 2013 Poland treaty were reintroduced without 
changes, Paul would block it. If it were reintroduced with changes acceptable to Paul, Treasury 
would reject it, Poland would reject it, and it would no longer be a modern tax treaty. 

Well, Poland was simply caught in a larger political dispute about privacy and government 
surveillance. The treaty itself had broad bipartisan support and no substantive opposition 
related to its content. 

In 2019, the U.S. Senate approved long-delayed tax treaty protocols with Spain, Switzerland, 
Japan, and Luxembourg, ending years of procedural obstruction. These treaties had been 
blocked for years by Senator Rand Paul’s privacy objections but were ultimately pushed 
through by Senate leadership. Treaties with Poland, Chile and Hungary, remained 
unratified. These treaties were not brought to a vote. 

In my opinion, we should push for treaty ratification, because it is advantageous for the 
majority of Polish seniors. Senator Rand Paul did not object to the approval of four 
treaties in 2019, so perhaps he will stop objecting now. 

Regards, 

Gene 

  

With warm regards 

Elizabeth 

 



 
 PACT’26 – Meeting #3  

 
Thursday, January 29, 2026 

8:00 – 11:45 PM 
 

Participants: Andrzej (NJ), Andrzej (OR),  
Halina (LI-NY), Heniek (Ctr-NY), Irena (WI), 
 Jacek (DC), Jola (MI), Paulina (south CA),  
Piotr (MO),  Ryszard (LI-NY), Sylwia (AZ),  

Tomek (DC), Tomek (OH),  Zbyszek (LI-NY) 

Temp. on the Hudson have been 1 or 2 degrees, 
with a wind chill of minus 20 degrees at times 

What has happened since our last meeting?  
 

• Tomek (DC) submitted  info about the new US Defense Strategy to the ND Forum :   
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-
STRATEGY.PDF 

• Tomek (AZ) is no longer responsible for managing the ND Forum. The replacement is unknown.    
• According to Piotr (MO) a bill that would eliminate the requirement to terminate employment to 

receive a pension in Poland is currently impossible to pass.            

• Julia, the Congressman's Communication Assistant, sent Zbyszek her findings on why the 2013 Treaty 
has not yet been ratified by the US Senate. Does this mean that the Treaty needs to be renegotiated?       
     

What we talked about: 

 

• Report from the last meeting was read and commented on.    
• Defense Strategy 2026 published by the War Department and its implications for Poland.    
• Polish Cultural Institute in New York. INSTYTUT KULTURY POLSKIEJ W NOWYM JORKU 

60 E 42nd St, Instytut Kultury Polskiej w Nowym Jorku – Wikipedia, wolna encyklopedia   
shows particular interest in Polish Jewish events (Newsletter Jan.21-27).   

• Upcoming Lectures on Jewish perceptions of Poles in YIVO Institute: 
Email - Examine Holocaust distortion in Poland today. - YIVO Institute for Jewish Research   

• European Army. Piotr (MO) presented a possible scenario: Poland will receive money from the EU 
to purchase weapons from France and Germany. Piotr also mentioned new hypersonic missiles: 
The hypersonic missiles race is heating up but the West is behind 

• Annual Polish Picnic organized by PAC-Arizona, March 1, 2:00-5:00 PM. Sylwia (AZ) told us the 
details and invited us. There will be a volleyball tournament. In addition to beer, they always serve 
white and red wine. They have a booth where attendees can learn about PAC. Zbyszek showed 
the PAC-LI bookmark and read his Appeal why it is important to become a PAC member. 

• Unusual vacations. Piotr goes to Wave Park (AZ) and Paulina to Brazil. They shared their plans.    
• Tomek’s Team (DC) dealing with Polish parishes. Zbyszek suggested volunteers and to start by 

documenting the status of Polish Churches. PAC divisions could assist in gathering info.     
• Anniversary of the Battle of Saratoga. Heniek (Ctr-NY) told us about the progress in organizing the 

NDs meeting in October 14,15,16, 2027 (Thursday, Friday, Saturday) in Albany, NY.     
• US citizenship. Piotr (MO) gave examples of how Important is to obtain it.    

 

What was decided: 
 

• Zbyszek (LI-NY) will prepare a list of projects in which the EC could become involved, such as: 
o participating in the work on the ratification of the 2013 Treaty 
o response to the situation in Poland 
o dissemination of info about Poland, Polonia and PAC 
o involvement in matters concerning Polish Studies 
o cooperation with the Polish Cultural Institution in New York 
o dissemination of the YIVO's Institute programs   

        
Next meeting: PACT’25 > Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 8 PM ET  
AGENDA: this report will be read and commented on + current events.            zk, 1/31/26    

 

 

https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-STRATEGY.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-STRATEGY.PDF
https://www.mapquest.com/us/new-york/polish-cultural-institute-new-york-464927193
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instytut_Kultury_Polskiej_w_Nowym_Jorku
http://yivo.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=20332.0&dlv_id=23574
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cgeqj1q8gj4o

